
      
 

  

 
  

    Sierra Leone 
Ebola  

Situation Report  
25 March 2015 

As of 24 March 2015 

8,529 1 
Confirmed cases of Ebola  
 

3,398 1 

Confirmed deaths from Ebola  
 

1,450 2 
Confirmed cases of infected children 
under age 18 registered by MSWGCA 
 

8,559 2 

Registered Ebola Orphans  
 

UNICEF funding needs to June 2015 
USD 178 million  

 
UNICEF funding gap 
USD 52 million 
 
1. Source: Ministry of Health and Sanitation 
2. Source: Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender, and Children’s 
Affairs (MSWGCA). Data correction from last week has led to 
a significant increase in estimates. 

 
 
 
 

 For the first time since the Ebola crisis peaked, on 19 March 2015, 
Sierra Leone recorded its first day with zero confirmed cases. 

 

 On 20 March 2015, Sierra Leone President, HE Dr Ernest Bai Koroma, 
announced a three day stay-at-home campaign, from 27 to 29 March 
2015, as part of the push to End Ebola. Through World Bank funding, 
UNICEF are supporting more than 25,000 social mobilizers over the 
three days reaching out to communities. 

 

 Intensified efforts around preparations for back-to-school continues, 
with multi-sectorial involvement including Education, Social 
Mobilization, Supply and Logistics, Health, and WASH in order to 
prepare for the safe reopening of schools. 

 

 The national safety net programme has started the payment of cash 
transfers to 8,280 beneficiaries who have been verified by the 
community to be extremely poor and affected by Ebola. 

 

 UNICEF Sierra Leone requires USD 178 million for its response to the 
Ebola crisis until end of June 2015. To date, USD 126.3 million has 
been received – 71 percent of the total.  

 

 According to the Government of Sierra Leone, the cumulative number 
of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases is 8,529, with 3,398 deaths as of 24 
March 2015.  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Children at a well at Kumala, Neini Chiefdom in Koinadugu District                     ©UNICEF 2015 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In the week to 22 March 2015, Sierra Leone recorded 33 new confirmed cases, down from 55 cases the previous week, 
and the lowest levels seen since June 2014. This continues a downward trend over the past three weeks. The new 
confirmed cases were all in the north-west of the country, principally in Western Area (Urban [Freetown] and Rural), 
Kambia and Port Loko. Seven districts in Sierra Leone have reported no confirmed cases for 21 days, including Tonkolili - 
a hotspot until recently.  
 
As part of the push for zero cases, HE President Ernest Bai Koroma 
announced on 20 March 2015 a nationwide three-day stay-at-home 
campaign as “an opportunity for communities to be directly involved 
in the drive to zero cases, to reflect and to pray for the eradication of 
this disease from our country.” The zero Ebola initiative is a one-
month campaign for all Sierra Leoneans, beginning with the 27 to 29 
March 2015 stay-at-home. 8,563 three-person teams, comprising 
one community health worker, one trained social mobilizer, and one 
local community taskforce member (totalling 25,690 personnel) will 
spend the three days going door-to-door to:  

• Facilitate community conversations about the behaviours that 
continue to drive the EVD transmission in their communities and 
what can be done;  
• encourage behaviours which can prevent transmission, such as 
regular hand washing with soap and water; and  
• find, isolate and treat Ebola cases through targeted door-to-
door surveillance and contact tracing. 

The activities will be monitored by 923 supervisors. All households visited will be provided with a bar 
of soap. UNICEF is supporting the supplies of 1.7 million bars of soap, 26,613 T-shirts for the community 
team personnel, preparation of the social mobilizers, and the provision of water supplies for the poorly and under-served 
communities in Freetown and in the districts. UNICEF field officers are supporting the coordination at district level. 
 
The three days will be preceded on 26 March 2015 by a campaign for all women to wear yellow, as part of activities 
organised by women’s organisations to boost commitment to the End Ebola campaign. 
 
With UNICEF support, the national safety net programme has started the payment of cash transfers to 8,280 beneficiaries 
who have been verified by the community to be extremely poor and affected by Ebola in the districts of Bo, Kailahun, 
Kenema, Port Loko and Tonkolili districts. Payments to beneficiaries in the Western Area will start on 30 March 2015. The 
transfers were made by Splash operators in the presence of a representative from the Anti-Corruption Commission. 
UNICEF is supporting the Anti-Corruption Commission to monitor the process, and provide redress for any grievances 
reported. 
 
In Sierra Leone, a total of 8,529 people have contracted EVD, of whom 3,398 have lost their lives. 18,703 children have 
been directly affected by the Ebola crisis, nearly half of whom have lost one or both parents due to the virus. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 
Health  

UNICEF continued to support the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) to roll out of the training of staff in Peripheral 
Health Units (PHU) and maternity hospitals in the districts on the revised guidelines on maternal and newborn health care 
in the context of Ebola. During this reporting period, an additional two districts, Bo and Kenema, completed their trainings 
with an additional 647 health personnel trained. This brings the cumulative number of health personnel trained to 2,010 
and the total number of districts who have completed their trainings to nine out of the targeted 14. In addition, a total of 
2,610 support staff have also been trained to properly handle equipment and cleaning, respecting infection prevention 
and control practices.  
 
The roll out of the training of Community Health Workers (CHW) was done and completed in all districts, except Moyamba, 
with an additional 2,487 trained CHWs reported from all districts, bringing the cumulative total to 8,495 CHWs trained on 

Source: UNMEER 



the ‘No Touch Policy’ guidelines and key messages for Ebola prevention. The district of Moyamba has completed the 
training for 200 PHU trainers during this reporting period and will roll out for the CHWs next week. 
With the backing of the Regional Health Specialist for Measles, UNICEF continues to support the MoHS in preparing an 
integrated health campaign in April 2015 that will provide several essential interventions including Vitamin A and 
deworming, and a measles campaign scheduled for May 2015. With the support of UNICEF, CDC  and WHO, the MoHS is 
at an advanced stage of finalizing the measles proposal and budget to  be shared with different donors early next week 
to mobilize funds. At the same time, UNICEF continue to support the measles case management by providing Vitamin A 
capsules to health facilities. 
 

Nutrition 
In the last week, as part of the Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM), a total of 21,532 children under 5 
were screened at the community level in 60 out of 149 chiefdoms (687 communities). Screening using no-touch 
techniques1 designed to be done by Mother Support Groups (MSGs) has begun in various communities in the districts 
causing a significant increase in the number2 of children that were screened in the week. A total of 273 (1.27 percent) 
severe acute malnourished (SAM) children were identified, of whom 2033 were admitted for treatment at the Out Patient 
Therapeutic Programmes (OTPs), while 26 children who had SAM with medical complications were referred to an In-
Patient Facility (IPF) to receive paediatric and nutrition care. 44 were referred but did not attend the treatment session. 
In the reporting period, the total number of children in the programme was 1,126, while 200 children were discharged as 
cured by end of the week. 183 boxes of Ready-to-use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) were consumed. Ready to Use Infant 
Formula (RUIF) is supplied regularly to infants who are below six months and have been infected or affected by EVD in all 
the districts. They will continue to be fed with the RUIF till they attain six months of age. 
 
So far the number of EVD centres that UNICEF is providing with nutrition supplies4 include: 16 Ebola Treatment Units 
(ETUs), 47 Ebola Holding Centres (EHCs), seven ETU/EHCs, 125 interim care centres (ICCs) and 14 observational interim 
care centres (OICCs) as well as 31 Community Care Centres (CCCs)6. Nutrition supplies have been prepositioned at district 
medical stores (DMSs) for the replenishment to all ETUs, EHCs, CCCs, ICCs and OICCs as well as to support quarantined 
households and orphaned or separated infants under six months of age countrywide. There are distributions scheduled 
for various districts in the coming week. UNICEF continues to support the Food and Nutrition Directorate to ensure a 
harmonized nutrition response for the EVD outbreak through twice-a-month Nutrition in Emergency Coordination 
meetings on Wednesdays. 
 

WASH 
As the lead agency for WASH, UNICEF is coordinating the WASH sector in the Ebola response, helping to identify and fill 
gaps, in addition to monitoring the functionality of WASH facilities in Ebola Care Centres (ECCs) and supporting capacity 
building of Implementing Partners in WASH information management. UNICEF continues to support 31 CCCs; and 28 ETUs 
and EHCs in eight districts with an essential WASH package (sanitation facilities, waste management and water supply for 
drinking, personal hygiene and disinfection).  
 
During the past week, more than 1.2 million litres of water were delivered to affected communities including ECCs by the 
Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR) with the support of UNICEF. In anticipation of school reopening, the first batch of 
15 CCCs situated in school compounds have been decommissioned and work is progressing on the rehabilitation of the 
WASH facilities in the affected schools.  
 
During the past week, through UNICEF’s WASH implementing partners, a total of 44,263 persons including 14,688 children 
were reached with Ebola prevention messages including the importance of hand washing with soap. To date, UNICEF’s 
WASH partners have reached more than 736,143 people (approximately 122,690 households) with essential Ebola 

                                                        
1 The no-touch technique’s objective is to have children screened by trained mothers in the community to identify cases of acute malnutrition 
early, in the Ebola context. In this way, no opportunity is lost to identify children in hard-to-reach areas with malnutrition and refer them for 
treatment. 
2 16,614 children were screened in the previous week 
3 This represents 74.3 percent of cases that attended after referral from the community. There are efforts made to encourage mothers whose 

children have been identified with malnutrition to attend. 
4   Supplies include ready-to-use therapeutic biscuits (BP100) for Ebola patients and survivors – including for children 6-59 months, ready-to-use 

infant formula (RUIF) for infants 0-5 months and Ultra High Temperature (UHT) whole/full cream milk for infants 6-12 months. 
5 The number of ICCs supplied with nutrition supplies has been slightly adjusted to 12 from 9 last week. 
6 UNICEF as well as other agencies CCCs 



prevention messages. An additional 5,784 persons in quarantined households, totaling approximately 66,295 people to 
date, have benefited from WASH supplies distributed through WFP packages. A total of 691 persons including 76 children 
were trained as hygiene promoters and prepared to promote safe hygiene practices in their communities. 

 
Community Care Centres (CCCs)  
Since 17 November 2014, UNICEF-supported CCCs have triaged 12,882 
patients, admitted 738 (6 percent), and conducted rapid ambulance 
transfers for 326 (2 percent) patients across 5 districts. In the past week, the 
number of patients triaged was 1,802 at UNICEF-supported CCCs, 
representing a 0.7 percent increase in patients triaged from the previous 
week (1,790), and a daily average of 257 patients/day. 3.4 percent of 
patients triaged were EVD suspects. There were 41 new admissions in CCCs 
across 5 districts, representing a 24 percent decrease from the previous 
week (54). Five percent of admitted patients presented within 48 hours of 
symptom onset during the reporting period. 
 
There were 35 lab results received in the past week for CCC patients, of which 23 (65.7 percent) were available within 48 
hours of patient admission. One lab test was confirmed EVD positive and 34 were negative.  
 
7-day status update  

District 
Number/ 

Type of CCC 
Implementing 

Partner 
Triaged Admitted Transferred % Ebola 

Suspects 
Reporting 

Completeness 

Bombali 9 x 8 beds World Hope 116 2 0 1.7% 83% 

Tonkolili 7 x 8 beds 
Concern 

Worldwide 
160 1 1 1.3% 94% 

Kambia 12 x 8 beds Marie-Stopes 1,405 32 19 3.6% 98% 

Western 1 x 24 beds Action Aid 3 3 0 100% 100% 

Kono 2 x 8 beds Partners in Health 118 3 1 3.4% 50% 

TOTAL 264 beds  1,802 41 21 3.4% 89% 
*All data received through RapidPro, a SMS-based data collection platform, is cleaned continuously and adjusted, including for those previously reported.   
 

Decommissioning of select CCCs: In line with preparations for the safe reopening of schools, the closure of select Ebola 
Care Centres (ECC) including CCCs on or near school premises have commenced under the leadership of the National 
Ebola Response Centre (NERC), with the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) and partners. Of the 46 UNICEF 
supported CCCs, 15 have been decommissioned leaving 31 CCCs consisting of 264 beds currently operational. In each 
district, the District Health Management Team (DHMT), in collaboration with the District Ebola Response Centre (DERC) 
Social Mobilization pillar, is continuing discussions with the community during this transition, in order to ensure that 
communities are fully engaged in this process, just as they were when the CCCs were first constructed. The fight to end 
Ebola is far from over, and the remaining CCCs will continue to operate and support affected communities. 
 
During the week, social mobilisation activities have been focussing on CCC post-decontamination messages. In four of the 
five districts with UNICEF-supported CCCs, namely Bombali, Tonkolili, Kono and Western Area, key post-decontamination 
messages were delivered to 115 villages. Key messages focussed on the CCC areas being safe to use by communities, 
children returning to school safely, strengthening the use of PHUs and the regular lifesaving messages on Ebola. 300 
community dialogues were held across the four districts, where community engagement continues to be an integral part 
of the decommissioning process. 963 youth and 1,077 women have been engaged in the last week. Six CCCs each in 
Bombali and Tonkolilli, two in Kono and one in WA are at a stage of delivering key messages on post decontamination. 
Phase 2 community engagement plans for the other CCCs is being currently reviewed based on the lessons learned from 
the decommissioning process.  
 
 
 

Community engagement close to the 
Newton CCC in Western Area 



Communication for Development (C4D) and Social Mobilization (SM)7
  

UNICEF continues to provide technical support to Social Mobilization (SM) Pillars in all 14 districts. The district micro-
planning workshops have been completed in all the priority districts. The focus now is on intensifying a systematic rapid 
response and alert system in the hotspot areas, based on epidemiology trends in each of the districts and conducting 
intensive social investigation of outbreaks. The spotlight will also be on strengthening the SM pillar partners and ensuring 
a coordinated response to the transmission dynamics of Ebola. 
This week the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for Social Mobilisation and Community Engagement were approved 
by the National Inter-Pillar Committee. The SOPs, developed though a collaborative process with partners at District and 
National levels, articulates the roles and responsibilities of all SM pillar partners, and roles for social mobilisers in 
communities on both the demand and supply side of the response. Plans are now underway for orientation to the new 
SOPs for all partners at District level.  
 

During the week 16 to 23 March 2015, social mobilizers from 
UNICEF’s five implementing partners (IPs) working on CCCs visited 
928 villages and reached out to 5,782 households in Bombali, 
Kambia, Kono, Tonkolili and Western Area for active case finding, 
community surveillance, and community engagement to ensure 
that sick people are referred to CCCs. 315 women, youth networks, 
and 278 traditional and religious leaders were engaged in 
community dialogues as focussed on key messages “Ebola is not 
gone yet’’, safe and dignified burials, back-to-school, sustaining 
preventive behaviours in relation to Ebola and prevent 
complacency among the communities. From a total of 1,765 cases 
of sick people referred to CCCs, the majority were in Kambia. There 
was no resistance reported from the communities. 
 
The C4D Back-to-School strategy with the key messages has been 
approved by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
(MEST). Three jingles in six local languages focusing on parents, 

pupils and teachers have been designed and made ready to be rolled out during the Stay-at-Home campaign across 41 
radio stations in the country. Key messages and the social mobilisation strategy has been circulated in all 14 districts. 
Technical inputs provided on orienting the 15-person committee at each district level and the five-person committee at 
the village level on the back-to-school key messages has been completed. 
 
A UNICEF-supported initiative to reach ‘special needs groups’ comprising of children, people with disabilities (people with 
a hearing impairment, visual impairment, and physical impairment) and commercial sex workers was operationalized in 
eight districts this week. The critical messages and social mobilization methods to help protect against and prevent Ebola 
have been adapted to the different communication needs (e.g. children’s story book, critical messages in Braille, 
adaptations on the existing materials to promote the integration of people living with disability, etc.). Handicap 
International, in collaboration with 14 partners, aims to train 200 community based rehabilitation volunteers and through 
them reach up to 6,000 people with disabilities, 3,240 commercial sex workers in the Western Area and 1,400 members 
of children’s clubs as peer educators.  
 

Child Protection8 
UNICEF supported a three-day Child Protection in Emergencies case management training for 26 persons from Western 
Area including the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA) and NGO partners. The 
fundamentals of case management were discussed in a participatory manner ensuring a mutual understanding of core 
child protection priorities. The training is currently being rolled out in the remaining 12 districts.  
 
The inter-agency Case Management/Child Protection Information Management System was formally established on 19 
March 2015 and includes eight child protection agencies, with UNICEF and Save the Children as co-sub chairs. The 

                                                        
7 UNICEF is the lead agency for the UN for social mobilization and community engagement and is co-chairing the Social Mobilization pillar with the 
Health Education Division (HED) of the MoHS  
8 UNICEF is the lead agency for the UN on child protection in the Ebola response and is co-chairing the Child Protection, Psychosocial and Gender 
pillar with MSWGCA 

High ranking officials from Sierra Leone and Guinea 
sign a memorandum of understanding close to the 
border crossing at Gbalamuya on 23 March 2015 to 
work together to end Ebola.  
©UNICEF Sierra Leone/2015 



committee will oversee the development and strengthening of an effective case management system, including the 
identification of child protection concerns and the wellbeing of children, and the provision of timely and appropriate 
services. 
 
Registration: 478 additional children (253 boys and 225 girls) were documented by the MSWGCA/UNICEF and partners 
during the period 18 to 23 March 2015 as being affected by the Ebola Virus disease (EVD).  Of this number, 475 children 
(250 boys and 225 girls) are in quarantine as a result of exposure to an infected person. 119 children (61 boys and 58 girls) 
were identified as having lost one or both parents. No children were documented as being unaccompanied in this period. 
The cumulative number of children documented by through the Family Tracing and Reunification (FTR) network is 18,703 
(9,280 boys and 9,423 girls) of which 8,559 (4,286 boys and 4,215 girls) have lost one or both parents. 742 (349 boys and 
393 girls) have been reported as separated and/or unaccompanied. 
 
Family Tracing and Reunification: In the period 18 to 23 March 2015, 16 children were reunified by family tracing and 
reunification partners. The cumulative number of children registered as identified in need of FTR is 2,466, of which 1,839 
(75 percent) were reunified with their families.   
 
Psychosocial Support: The Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) strategy and Minimum Standards were 
revised by the sub-working group. Eight children out of eight (100 percent) in need of psychosocial services (PSS) received 
one-on-one counselling and group counselling support within their communities during this reporting period. Counselling 
support is provided as part of the follow up on children after quarantine, when reunified or placed in alternative care. To 
date, a cumulative total of 10,902 out of 12,957 (84 percent) children and their families have benefited from specific 
psychosocial support services. 
 
Observational Interim Care Centres (OICCs): Currently there are 14 OICCs covering eleven districts with a total capacity 
of 275 beds. The OICCs provide care for asymptomatic contact children with no caregivers. Six children were newly 
admitted to five of the OICCs during the past week. On 23 March 2015, a total of 40 contact children were in quarantine 
in the six centres: 15 in Bombali, six in Kenema, seven in Port Loko (six in Port Loko Town and one in Lunsar) and 12 in 
Western Urban. Twelve children were reunified with their families. Eighteen children were referred to an Interim Care 
Center (ICC) for further family tracing and reunification. One child was referred to a holding or treatment centre9. A 
cumulative total of 522 contact children have been receiving care and support in OICCs all over the country. 
 
Interim Care Centres (ICCs): There are currently eight Interim Care Centres (ICCs) receiving children out of the twelve that 
are functional. The ICCs provide care and support for Ebola-affected (non-contact) children with no caregivers as a last 
resort. In the period 17 to -23 March 2015, 165 children were counted in the ICCs: Bo (1), Bombali (9), Kenema (2), Port 
Loko – Lungi (45), Western Rural (56+26) and Western 
Urban (26). All children received psychosocial support. 
 
Child Protection District Coordination: 313 referrals were 
made to the protection desks (177 boys and 136 girls) 
between 15 and 23 March 2015. 223 of the cases (71 
percent) were immediately referred to appropriate 
partners for assessment and follow up. 631 units of 
services were provided to children as a result of the 
referral from the protection desk. 447 children benefited 
from psycho-social services and 58 from other services 
(such as food, water and other non-relief items). Currently 
all 13 desks are operational, staffed by the MSWGCA and 
supported by UNICEF. 
 

Education  
UNICEF supported the training of an additional 2,000 teachers on EVD Prevention, Social Mobilization, Psychosocial 
support and Protocol implementation, from 20 March to 25 March 2015. This will make the total number of trained 
teachers 9,000.  
 

                                                        
9 OICC status data are reported on a daily basis through the RapidPro SMS service. 

UNICEF's Global Emergency Coordinator for Ebola, Barbara 
Bentein, meets social mobilizers in Malal community, Kambia 
district on 19 March 2015. ©UNICEF 2015 



UNICEF completed the distribution of 7,000 hygiene kits (hand washing kits, soap and cleaning materials) to all 1,020 
Junior Secondary Schools (JSS), reaching out to more than 275,234 learners across the country. School preparation kits 
have also been distributed to all the Junior Secondary Schools to cover for any eventuality of suspected Ebola cases in 
schools. Distribution of hygiene kits and school preparation kits for the remaining schools commenced this week.  
 
JSSs resumed schooling on 24 March 2015 for the Basic Education Certificate Examinations (BECE). Distribution of the 
remaining supplies will follow in preparation for all schools that will reopen on 14 Apri 2015.  
 
As part of the ongoing rapid assessment of the Emergency Radio Education Programme (EREP) listenership, this week 
1,482 households with primary school going age children from six districts (Bo, Western Urban , Western Rural, Tonkolili, 
Port Loko and Kambia) were visited by UNICEF implementing partners to determine if children were engaging in the 
programme. About 53.2 percent (789) of these households had children of primary school age listening to the education 
programmes. 
 
This week, UNICEF distributed of over 7,000 hand washing kits and cleaning materials to all 1,020 Junior Secondary Schools 
(JSS) reaching out to more than 275,234 learners across the country. JSSs are expected to resume schooling on 24 March 
in preparation for Basic Education Certificate Examinations (BECE). Distribution of the remaining supplies will follow in 
preparation for all schools that will reopen on 14 April.  
 

Supply and Logistics  
This week, a charter delivered 85 MT of supplies for the 
Back-to-School Campaign, Personal Protection Equipment 
(PPE) and body bags for the Ebola response. To date, 34 
UNICEF supported charters have delivered 1,785 MT of 
supplies during the Ebola response in Sierra Leone. During 
the week, 575 hand pumps were distributed to 30 
implementing partners in seven districts. Also, the 
distribution of hand washing stations, soap, cleaning 
materials and school preparations kits to districts was 
completed to cover over 1,000 Junior Secondary School in 
preparation for BECE exams next week. Distribution of 
hygiene materials to districts is ongoing for remaining 
schools in the country. UNICEF distributed 1.7 million bars 
of soap for the Getting to Zero campaign that starts on 27 
March 2015. 
 

Human Resources  
As of 23 March 2015, the total number of international staff in the country office is 73, of whom 24 are deployed in the 
field. Out of 154 national staff members, 67 are based in the field. The total number of staff on surge and stand-by-partner 
staff is 27, with 19 in Freetown and eight in the field. These staff members, including the 674 outsourced third party and 
government staff, continue to support the CCCs.   
 

UNICEF Personnel in Sierra Leone Freetown In the field Total Staff Strength 

International Staff 49 24 73 

National Staff 87 67 154 

Staff on Surge and SBP 19 8 27 

Outsourced third party / government staff for CCCs 67410 
 

Media & External Communication  
The launch of the global UNICEF report Ebola: Getting to Zero - For communities, for children, for the future by UNICEF 
Sierra Leone Representative, Roeland Monasch, brought a range of coverage including in VoA, Humanosphere and UN 
radio, as well as the local press. An event for Ebola survivors by PCI Media, who collaborate with UNICEF, also attracted 

                                                        
10 Reduction reflects decommissioning of 15 CCCs 

http://www.unicef.org/emergencies/ebola/files/EbolaReport.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/content/un-says-ebola-not-over-until-cases-reach-zero/2683562.html
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2015/03/nine-million-children-affected-ebola-outbreak-unicef/
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2015/03/stubborn-sierra-leone-families-are-hampering-ebola-fight-says-unicef/#.VQmFW9KsWSo
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2015/03/stubborn-sierra-leone-families-are-hampering-ebola-fight-says-unicef/#.VQmFW9KsWSo


media attention for UNICEF. Finally, the UNICEF ‘Hotspot busters’ project was highlighted by CCTV, and video 
distributed to global media partners. 

Last week, the UNICEF Sierra Leone Facebook page received 374 post likes, 9 post comments and reached 17,200 
accounts.  We witnessed an additional 82 followers to our Twitter account, 203 retweets and 25 mentions. On our recently 
established Instagram account we now have 81 followers. 

 
Funding 

In line with the UN inter-agency response strategy for the Ebola Outbreak, UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 
is appealing for USD 178 million for Sierra Leone to support the needs of children and communities affected by the Ebola 
crisis until end of June 2015. To date, USD 126.3 million has been received, 71 percent of the current appeal. 
  
UNICEF greatly appreciates the contributions received to date including from DFID/UKAID, OFDA/USAID, the World Bank, 
the African Development Bank, SIDA, the Governments of Canada, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Switzerland, and the United Arab Emirates, ECHO, OCHA, and the Danish, Japan, Swedish, Swiss and UK 
Committees for UNICEF, as well as the US Fund for UNICEF, and the private sector.  

 

Programme Results (Period 17-23/03/2015) 

UNICEF and Pillar/Sector Results for EVD response 
(25 March 2015) 

Indicators  
Pillar / Sector UNICEF 

Target Results Target Results 
EPIDEMIOLOGY     

Percentage of EVD cases with onset 
in the past week 

0% 
0.32%  

(27/8,528) 
N/A N/A 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Percentage of District Social 
Mobilization Taskforces (SMT) 
reporting on the dashboard each 
week (UNMEER) 

100% (14) 43% (6/14) 100% (14) 43% (6/14)11 

Percentage of districts with list of 
identified key religious leaders 
(including priests, imams, pastors, 
tribal leaders) or community groups 
who promote safe funeral and burial 
practices according to standard 
guidelines (UNMEER) 

100% (14) 
100%  

(14/14) 
100% (14) 

100%  
(14/14) 

Percentage of districts with at least 
one security incident or other form 
of refusal to cooperate in the past 
week (UNMEER) 

0% (0) 
14%  

(2/14) 
0% (0) 

14%  
(2/14)12 

Radio stations airing daily messages 
on Ebola 

100% (64) 
97%  

(62/64) 
100% (64) 

97%  
(62/64) 

Districts where all radio stations air 
Ebola content every day 

100% (14) 
100%  

(14/14) 
100% (14) 

100%  
(14/14) 

Households receiving Inter-Personal 
Communication on Ebola prevention 
messages (on a quarterly basis)   

100% 
(886,480) 

110%  
(978,105/886,480) 

60% (532,000) 
148% 

(789,558/532,000) 

                                                        
11 Bo, Kenema, Moyamba, Tonkolili, Western Area Urban and Rural. 
12 Western Area Urban and Western Area Rural 

http://awoko.org/2015/03/20/sierra-leone-news-ebola-survivors-star-in-pci-videos/
http://english.cntv.cn/2015/03/18/VIDE1426677856122627.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsierraleone
https://twitter.com/unicefsl
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Final_2015_HAC_Ebola.pdf


 

CCC     

Percentage of CCCs functional 
against target set for the current 
reporting period (UNMEER) 

100% (43) 
100%  

(43/43) * 
100% (31) ** 

 
100%  

(31/31) 

Percentage of CCCs established after 
a community dialogue process 
aligned with Global SOPs or 
according to norms established in 
country (UNMEER) 

100% (58) 
100%  

(58/58) 
100% (46) 

100%  
(46/46) 

Percentage of patients admitted to 
CCCs with a provisional diagnosis of 
possible EVD who received a 
confirmatory positive or negative 
test (rapid or laboratory test) within 
48 hours of admission to treatment 
facility 

100% 
66% 

(23/35) 
100% 

66% 
(23/35) 

Percentage of admitted patients who 
present at a CCC within 48 hours of 
becoming ill with any symptoms that 
could be EVD (UNMEER) 

100% 5%  
(2/41) *** 100% 5%  

(2/41) 

WASH 

Percentage of all Ebola community 
treatment and holding centres with 
essential WASH services 

100% (94) 
72%  

(69/94) 
100% (52) 

69%  
(36/52) 

CCCs provided with essential WASH 
services 

100% (58) 
100%  

(58/58) 
100% (46) 

100%  
(46/46) 

Non-Ebola health centres in Ebola-
affected areas provided with hand-
washing stations 

100% (1,162) 
100%  

(1,162/1,162) 
100% (1,162) 

100%  
(1,162/1,162) 

People in quarantine households 
receiving WASH support (as part of 
“home protection and support” kit) 

100% 
(420,000) 

16% 
(66,295/420,000) 

100% 
(420,000) 

16% 
(66,295/420,000) 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Percentage of EVD-affected children 
provided with care and support, 
including psychosocial support 

100%  84% N/A N/A 

Percentage of children who have lost 
one or both parents/caregivers or 
who are separated from their 
parents/caregivers reintegrated with 
their families or provided with 
appropriate alternative care 

100% 
75%  

(1,839/2466) 
N/A N/A 

EVD-affected children provided with 
psychosocial support  100% (12,957) 

84%  
(10,902/12,957) 

100% (12,957) 
84%  

(10,902/12,957) 

EVD-affected caregivers provided 
with psychosocial support 75% (15,000) 

69% 
(10,416/15,000) 

75% (15,000) 
69% 

(10,416/15,000) 

EVD-affected children placed in 
interim care 

TBD 1023 TBD 1023 

EVD-affected children reunified with 
their families TBD 1,839 TBD 1,839 

EVD-affected children and adult 
survivors who receive non-food 
items 

100% 
 (13,077) 

77%  
(10,013/13,077) 

100% 
 (13,077) 

77%  
(10,013/13,077) 

HEALTH     



Health structures in EVD affected 
areas provided with essential 
commodities package 

100% (1,185) 
101%  

(1,195/1,185) 
100% (1,185) 

101%13  
(1,195/1,185) 

Health personnel in health facilities 
trained in infection prevention and 
control and Ebola triage 

100% (2000) 
218%  

(4,368/2,000) 
100% (2000) 

218%14  
(4,368/2,000) 

Community Health Workers (CHW) 
trained on revised guidelines on 
provision of community-based  
maternal, new-born and child health 
(MNCH) care 

100% (6,000) 
141%  

 (8,495/6,000) 
100% (6,000) 

141%  
 (8,495/6,000) 

HIV AIDS     

HIV positive women (including 
pregnant women) continuing to 
receive ARTs 

N/A N/A 100% (1,142) 
80%  

(916/1,142) 

HIV positive children continuing to 
receive ARTs N/A N/A 100% (539) 

56%  
(300/539) 

NUTRITION     

Treatment centres providing 
nutrition support to Ebola patients 100% (150) 

87% 
 (131/150) 

100% (150) 
87% 

 (131/150) 

Children 6-59 months screened for 
SAM and referred for treatment 70% (18,885) 

114% 
(21,532/18,885) 

70% (18,885) 
114% 

(21,532/18,885) 

EDUCATION     

Radio Lesson Listenership Coverage 
during EREP monitoring 100% 

53%  
(789/1,482) 

100% 
53%  

(789/1,482) 

Teachers trained on psychosocial 
support, Ebola prevention, and safe 
and protective learning 
environments 

7,000 6,44315 

 
7,000 

 
6,443 

Radio stations broadcasting 
emergency learning programmes 

100% (41) 
 

100% 
(41/41) 

100% (41) 
 

100%  
(41/41) 

SOCIAL PROTECTION     

Extremely poor households directly 
affected by the EVD that receive a 
cash transfer through the national 
safety net programme 

9,000 
92% 

(8,280/9,000) 
N/A N/A 

* Target readjusted in accordance with planned CCC decommissioning (Initial target: 58; New target: 58-15=43) 
** Adjusted target reflects 15 decommissioned CCCs (Initial target: 46; New target: 46-15=31) 
***Symptom onset data is not accurate due to incomplete reporting of this indicator. Triage and Admission data have been manually populated 
based on daily Field Manager reports which do not include symptom onset data for admitted patients.  

 
Next Situation Report: 1 April 2015 
UNICEF Sierra Leone Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/unicefsierraleone  
UNICEF Sierra Leone Twitter:  https://twitter.com/UnicefSL  
UNICEF Sierra Leone YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFSL  
UNICEF Sierra Leone Instagram: https://instagram.com @unicefsierraleone 

 
 

                                                        
13 Adjusting to changing needs, essential commodities packages were distributed to more health structures than originally planned, thus 
overachieving the target 
14 It was initially planned for 2 staff to be trained for each PHU, however, due to changing needs plans were adjusted so that IPC training was 
provided for all staff in PHUs, thus overachieving the original target 
15 This number is informed by information received from all districts except one on the actual numbers that attended the training 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Roeland Monasch, Representative 
UNICEF Sierra Leone  
Tel: +44 2033579278/9 x1001 
Mobile : +232 79 250 230 
Email: rmonasch@unicef.org 
 
 

John James, Communication  Specialist 
UNICEF Sierra Leone  
Tel: + 232 76 601 310 
Mobile: +232 76 102 401  
Email: jjames@unicef.org  
 
 

Sandra Lattouf, Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Sierra Leone  
Tel: +44 2033579278/9 x2001 
Mobile: +232 76 291 023 
Email: slattouf@unicef.org   
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